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Now that lawmakers have had some time to digest the House maps filed with the court late last night by the Assembly and Senate majorities, they’re starting to register their discontent with the proposals. 

Sen. Ruben Diaz Sr., who has been outspoken about his desire to see a Latino-majority district in the Bronx – perhaps one that he might even run for himself, released one of his signature “What You Should Know” statements this evening and delivered a scathing critique of both legislative plans. 

While neither plan is a “pretty picture, according to Diaz Sr., the senator directed the worst of his verbal wrath at a fellow Democrat, Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, calling his conference’s proposal “by far the very worse of the two, dividing the Bronx into 5 parcels.”

“Speaker Silver’s disastrous proposal shows once again that he has no respect for the people of the Bronx and its Bronx Assembly Delegation,” Diaz Sr. continued. 

“(It is amazing that we quietly think that it’s the Republicans who “hate” us and are always against us, but I invite you to take a look at the facts and let them speak for themselves).”

“Speaker Silver’s divisive proposal includes the following changes to the Congressional districts – reminding me of how those in power divided land into parcels back in the Reconstruction Era:”

“Congressman Eliot Engel’s district is to include 20 percent of the Bronx; Congressman Charles Rangel’s district in Manhattan is to include 20 percent of the Bronx; Congresswoman Nita Lowey’s district in Westchester County is to include 5 percent of the Bronx; a new district to include approximately 30 percent of the Bronx and the rest to be shared with Queens County; and Congressman Jose Serrano’s district to include 100 percent of the Bronx, but with a lower Latino population in his district.”
A source familiar with the Assembly’s plan told me Serrano has, in fact, seen the population in his district decline by a whopping 12 percent. 

This actually seems to take the Bronx backwards, particularly when you consider the fact that the borough grew by some 100,000 people over the past 10 years – a fact that might lead one to the conclusion that it deserves more than one member of congress to entirely call its own. 

The Bronx currently has three members of Congress: Engel (44 percent), Serrano (100 percent) and Rep. Joe Crowley (60 percent), whose desire to get out of the borough and expand his district in his home base is Queens, where he is the Democratic Party chairman, is well known. 

Rangel’s district presented a significant problem for the Assembly Democrats, as Bronx Democratic Chairman Carl Heastie and Manhattan Democratic Chairman Keith Wright have been warring over the weighted vote – a significant issue when it comes time to select a successor to the veteran Harlem congressman. 

Heastie reportedly accused his Assembly colleague of trying to “colonize” the Bronx. It seems from the Assembly’s congressional plan that he’s got a point, since the borough looks like to was reduced to little more than a Democratic voter feeder pond for surrounding House members. 

Diaz Sr. wrapped up his missive by calling these lines a “disgrace” and “the most gerrymandered…in recent New York history.” 

He urged his fellow Bronx lawmakers – particularly those in the Assembly – to vote “no” on the Democrats’ plan, should it come to the floor, and to do so “out of respect for the people of the Bronx, out of respect for themselves, and out of respect for their districts.”

According to a knowledgable Democratic source, Diaz Sr. is not alone in his displeasure. Other Bronx Democrats have voiced their disapproval with the Assembly’s plan to the Democratic leadership. 

Roanne Mann, the magistrate judge assigned to oversee the state’s redistricting process, has called a public hearing for Monday. But legislative leaders are holding out hope that they’ll reach a deal and be able to start passing their own plans by then. 

Assemblyman Jack McEneny told Nick Reisman this evening that agreement has been reached on the tweaked Assembly and Senate lines are in bill drafting, and optimistically predicted they’ll be ready for a vote by Monday. 

(They’ve got to hustle to allow for the three-day aging process; I’ll be surprised if Gov. Andrew Cuomo issues a message of necessity). 

McEneny’s GOP LATFOR counterpart. Sen. Mike Nozzolio, was slightly more circumspect when I asked him during a CapTon interview tonight about a Monday vote. 

Meanwhile, sources say the Assembly and Senate have re-started talks about trying to reach a deal on the House lines (recall that they agree on eliminating retiring Rep. Maurice Hinchey’s district, NY-22, but diverge on how to deal with the second seat New York must lose). 

CapCon reported tonight that there are definitive talks – and some yet-to-be-agreed on details – taking place on a constitutional amendment that would overhaul the redistricting process for the next line drawing in 2022. 
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